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CRANE, BACKGROUND, MANruv EItS UP TO PAIR OF MASSIVE SILO DOORS OPEN ABOve THE 

I _ , 

. .. 

18Oo1'OOT DUP mAN 

• , 

By FR£D BAK£R 
fJ,nr'" Po" "1411 W,il.l'f' 

DEER 'fRAn., ~lf) .-The rolling prairie S3 ml1ea u", of 
Dr.nveJ' and three miles north of Deer Trail shook: as If aD 

earthquake had struck the area Tueaday as roasah:e miujj. Iilo 
doors, each weighing 100 tont, were t;lamuw::d cut. 

The cwcrete Cloo steel doors, v.1lich (I!:(~ carertd nt..aD 1 
missiles in silos 180 feet deep and 40 feet 10 dii1ooter, were 
lert open about thr~ ~'ears ago by a salvage COQtractor wbo 
removed the hydraulic equipment u ed to opeo and ckln the 
door3, 

"The open holes at the abandoned rnu;sile Jites have been 
a real ~dCJcl1e ror uS/' said C. W. Justeson of De:nvP.r .. re
gional director of the property managemrnt and dIsposal ~ 
of the General Senices Adminil¢rauon. "We klSt a Jot of JJ:ep. 
fearful tMt a human or an animal mIght fall down one 01 thew." 

The sUos near Dec Trail. ljke JimJlar in!taIl.atioo.s OD the 
Lowry Bombing Range near Deaver'. wert' c1tJSed b, a dew 
(rom Midwest Scrap Metals, Inc.. of Glaidale. Ariz. 

The ~!id.est ""' .. booked a boavy cable an ...... of tho 
six doors, two for each aUo at tbe lite. 'Ibe oew pulled. aD the 
cable wjth a crane, and the npdU-ton covers ,lammed back. 
into a closed position. They were damaged some in the pruoe¥&. 
but not enough to iU!\-eat "<Iii makllll I perJhanaJt lUI of 
the silo, JUBteIcm 'lid. 
J~ nid two nfber ai10 .'hz., CIa the old LoWI) Rmp 

already bad beaD: IeaIed.. Two IiMij. h main, me near Etin 
beth, C<>io., aDII _' .... ell lilt lAwry A.""" but _ """'1 
be Ui decl'red obaoIete ad _iii" b)' tbe U.s. Ai!' FCI eeo 

The .lIIkfweI& II .... ':-elba _ith G$A, to a.. ... 
aeaI III to lilt SDIIIIIe :'it' b:IIacI-
1ng tbe .. ",; .... n. ad per."'. pi4tal 
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of th., 100.ton concrete and steel minil. silo doors EverJOII, employe of Midwe't Scrap Metalto Inc., of 
fhe abandoned Tilon I site 3 miles north of Deer Troil daTe, Arh: .• pulls rope to kee-p (oble tout as door 

j, slammed shut by Q cable attached 10 a cron •. ~C:I:.:lu~,~~'o~f~.~'~' ~;:n:lo:..:c~lo:.~.:d~p~.~'~;I~;O:"':.~O~pe~n:..~h:.~f~':.~W::.:'.:":o:,,::~ ___ _ 
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DIRT AND CONCRETE DUST flY AS SECOND DOOR AT ONE OF SILOS SlAMS SHUT. ROlliNG PRAIRIE IN AREA SHUDDERED WITH SlAM. 
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G, W. JUSTtSON. IN OVEIICOAT • INSPECTS CLOSED SILO WITII A WORICNJJ\N AS StUN" ClOSES IN ON TliE AREA THAT ONCE BUSTLiO • 
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• 
fidpl Salatar of Phoenix. Ariz~ cut. o ..... ay boh'.! with Q 

cutting lorch, Suppotl hod h.ld Iilo door! in tlptighf. open 
pot ilion ok.r removal of clotinG m.chonism in 1965. 
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